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Background 

This document summarises information on ongoing European and global processes with regard to marine 
litter since PRESSURE 10-2019, which may contribute to the implementation of the Regional Action Plan on 
Marine Litter. 

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and make use of it for the implementation of the RAP 
ML. 

Countries may also wish to provide additional information on relevant activities.  
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Ongoing European and global processes with regard to marine litter 

Global processes 

In the frame of the International Maritime Organisation 

In the frame of the International Maritime Organisation, the seventy-forth meeting of the Marine 
Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) (MEPC 74) held on 13 to 17 May 2019 (London, UK) had a 
dedicated agenda item to the follow-up work emanating from the action plan to address marine plastic litter 
from ships (agenda item 8). A summary of the main issues addressed are as follows: 

- report of the Correspondence Group on Marine Plastic Litter from Ships (document MEPC 74/8): 
the Correspondence Group was instructed to identify issues that could be considered under an IMO 
Study on marine plastic litter from ships, summarizing the discussions on the most appropriate 
mechanism to undertake the study, and providing a draft regulatory framework matrix (which 
identifies all international instruments, guidance and best practices associated with the issue of 
marine plastics from ships). There were representatives from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, 
Poland, Russian Federation and Sweden from the HELCOM countries in the Correspondence Group. 
The document mentions the work of HELCOM in relation to the State of the Baltic Sea report, the 
BSAP, the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter, the 2018 Maritime Assessment and several 
Recommendations (34E/4, 23/1, 19/16, 28E/10, 19/14). The terms of reference (ToR) for the study 
were subsequently approved by the Committee (see Annex 20 of the Report of MEPC 74), being ToR 
1 and 2 on understanding shipping's contribution to marine plastic litter a priority, subject to financial 
contributions being made; whereas ToR 3 on storage, delivery and reception of plastic waste from 
ships would be conducted if additional funding is available. Pending sufficient funding for procuring 
the services of contractors, the work of GESAMP WG 43 would begin to address terms of reference 
1 and 2 of the Study, providing a report to MEPC 75.  

- a new GESAMP Working Group on Sea-based Sources of Marine Litter (Working Group 43) has been 
established, co-sponsored by FAO and IMO, which would, inter alia, review and analyse the existing 
body of knowledge on marine plastic litter from all sea-based sources and provide an assessment of 
data gaps. The Group has already starting its work aiming to deliver its first report in early 2020, and 
a second report in late 2020; 

- concerning information on marking and logging of fishing gear, the Committee invited FAO to: (i) 
make information on fishing gear marking and logging schemes available to MEPC and/or to the 
GESAMP Working Group 43, as appropriate; and (ii) collaborate with IMO and provide advice on the 
voluntary or mandatory application of marking of fishing gear, including costs associated with the 
implementation of a mandatory requirement and the most appropriate FAO or IMO instrument 
for potentially introducing such a requirement; 

- in relation to port reception facilities, the Committee requested the Secretariat to include the 
outcomes of investigations of reports of alleged port reception facility inadequacies in the document 
submitted by the Secretariat (Annual enforcement reports on port reception facilities) to the III Sub-
Committee, with a view to facilitating the identification of themes relating to the delivery and 
handling of plastic waste; 

- regarding reporting accidental loss or discharge of fishing gear, the Committee agreed that the PPR 
Sub-Committee should consider how to amend MARPOL Annex V and the 2017 Guidelines for the 
implementation of MARPOL Annex V (resolution MEPC.295(71)). Subsequently, the Committee 
approved the scope of work of the PPR Sub-Committee in this regard, as set out in paragraph 7 of 
annex 21. 

- the following elements were developed for inclusion in a strategy to address marine plastic litter 
from ships: (i) the table showing the grouping of actions of the Action Plan in short-, mid-, long-term 
and continuous categories (MEPC 74/WP.10, annex 2); and (ii) the timeline of follow-up actions from 

https://www.transportstyrelsen.se/contentassets/cc9a6651e83046e8a5f78cf92ceb231f/74-8.pdf
https://www.transportstyrelsen.se/contentassets/cc9a6651e83046e8a5f78cf92ceb231f/74-18-add1.pdf
https://www.transportstyrelsen.se/contentassets/cc9a6651e83046e8a5f78cf92ceb231f/74-18-add1.pdf
https://www.transportstyrelsen.se/contentassets/cc9a6651e83046e8a5f78cf92ceb231f/74-18-add1.pdf
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the Action Plan (MEPC 74/WP.10, annex 3). A Correspondence Group was established to finalise a 
draft strategy and submit a written report to MEPC 75. 

- Advancing actions in the Action Plan:  
• the scopes of work for the PPR Sub-Committee, the III Sub-Committee and the HTW Sub-

Committee were approved and output 4.3 was added (Follow-up work emanating from the 
Action Plan to address marine plastic litter from ships) to the provisional agenda of PPR 7 
and III 7; 

• for actions 10 and 11, relating to mandatory reporting of containers lost at sea and ways of 
communicating their location, the Committee agreed that the preferred way for progressing 
them was for interested Member States and international organizations to submit proposals 
for a new output to MSC;  

• for action 12, concerning the most appropriate instrument to address the responsibility and 
liability for plastic consumer goods lost at sea from ships, the Committee agreed that the 
preferred way for progressing it was for interested Member States and international 
organizations to submit relevant proposals to the Legal Committee; 

• for actions 271 and 282, the Committee instructed the Secretariat to exchange information 
with UN Environment, FAO, IOC of UNESCO and other UN bodies on progress with 
implementing the Action Plan, through the relevant cooperation mechanisms (GPML, UN-
Oceans, etc.) as well as through their respective governing bodies, including the United 
Nations Environment Assembly and the FAO Committee on Fisheries. 

The follow-up work emanating from the Action Plan to address marine plastic litter from ships will also be 
part of the agenda of the upcoming 75th Session of the MEPC to be held from30 March to 3 April 2020 in 
London, UK.  

It will be important to follow up on these proposals in relation to their implications to related actions in 
the RAP. 

Additional information on the process within the London Convention in connection with the end-of-life 
management of fibre-reinforced plastic (FRP) vessels and on alternatives to disposal at sea is included in 
document 3-4 to this Meeting.  

Plastic Waste Partnership working group of the Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm Conventions 
Following the status granted to HELCOM as Observer to meetings of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 
Conventions’ bodies and being aware of the establishment of the Plastic Waste Partnership working group 
(by the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Basel Convention in May 2019, 
decision BC-14/13), the Secretariat accepted the invitation to join such working group. 

The terms of reference for the Partnership can be found here, whereas the draft timeline and initial actions 
for the Partnership are as follows:  

- Election of co-chairs: the process is on-going, and there is a proposal of Mr. Ole Thomas Thommesen, 
Senior Advisor in the section for waste and recovery of the Norwegian Environment Agency as co-
chair of the working group. 

- Timelines for initial activities: following election of the co-chairs, it is proposed to hold an initial 
online informal consultation of the working group in mid-October. The agenda for the consultation 
would be proposed by the co-chairs. This initial discussion may serve to initiate preliminary work, as 
appropriate, and discuss the preparations for the first meeting of the Plastic Waste Partnership 

                                                           
1 On making information available to the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA). 
2 On continue work with other United Nations bodies and agencies, as well as with international fora, which are active 
in the matter of marine plastic litter from shipping, such as through the Global Partnership on Marine Litter (GPML) 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/marinelitter/Documents/IMO%20marine%20litter%20action%20plan%20MEPC%2073-19-Add-1.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2011-2019-628/MeetingDocuments/3-4%20Compiled%20information%20on%20activities%20and%20economic%20incentives%20aimed%20at%20appropriate%20disposal%20of%20End%20of%20Life%20Boats.pdf
http://www.basel.int/Implementation/Plasticwastes/PlasticWastePartnership/Decisions/tabid/8097/Default.aspx


PRESSURE 11-2019, 3-6 
 

 

 

Page 4 of 9 
 

working group which is proposed to take place in January or February 2020. The Secretariat of the 
Basel, Rotterdam, and Stockholm Conventions is currently mobilizing resources for this meeting and 
waits to receive a confirmed offer from a potential host of the meeting. 

The table below outlines proposed milestones in the lead-up to the meeting: 

Suggested action Deadline 

Nominations received for the co-chairs of the 
working group 

27 September 2019  

Election of co-chairs of the working group Early October 

Initial online consultation of the working group Mid October 

Preparations for the first meeting of the working 
group 

Until January/February 2020 

First meeting of the Plastic Waste Partnership 
working group 

January or February 2020, date and location TBC 

 

Workshop on the G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine Litter in Synergy with the Regional Seas 
Conventions (5-6 May 2019 in Metz, France) 
Organized by the French G7 Presidency and the UN Environment/Mediterranean Action Plan – Barcelona 
Convention Secretariat, the Secretariat attended the workshop “Workshop on the G7 Action Plan to Combat 
Marine Litter in Synergy with the Regional Seas Conventions” which was a follow up of the one held in 2017 
in Rome, Italy, in the framework of the Italian 2017 G7 Presidency (see Annex 3 to the Outcome of PRESSURE 
6-2017). 

The 2019 workshop advanced the discussions on the contribution of the work on marine litter at regional 
level to the implementation of the G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine Litter, and the potential benefits from 
a stronger collaboration between the Regional Sea Conventions and Regional Fisheries Bodies. A summary 
of the conclusions and recommendations was presented to the session of G7 Ministers of Environment in 
Metz by the Coordinator, UN Environment/MAP-Barcelona Convention Secretariat, upon invitation by the 
Presidency.  

Recommendations for coordinated action of Regional Seas Programmes as presented in the workshop main 
working document were reviewed and welcomed by the participants. In particular, it was agreed that: 

- Encouraging progress in response to marine litter is reported by the Regional Seas, progress that is 
in line with the objectives and the priority actions of the G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine Litter.  

- Marine litter impacts communities in an unequal way around the world. This is one of the reasons 
why, with their diversity and specificities, the Regional Seas Programmes are most appropriate 
mechanisms for the effective implementation of the G7 Action Plan and other global targets, as 
recognized by the G7 Ministers in their 2017 Bologna Communiqué.  

- At the global level, Regional Seas Programmes are playing an important role in support of policy 
makers’ understanding of marine litter issues and their capacity to identify and implement the most 
appropriate responses.  

- Concrete actions are required at different levels, including on the finalization of voluntary 
agreements with industries, changes and adoption of legislations, and effective implementation of 
existing legislations.  

- Microplastics are being given increasing attention and actions focusing on prevention should be 
strengthened at regional level.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%206-2017-431/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20PRESSURE%206-2017.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%206-2017-431/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%20PRESSURE%206-2017.pdf
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- It is evident that infrastructure development and investments are ever more urgent.  
- Knowledge gaps remain wide and a developed and harmonized approach on monitoring and 

assessment of the marine and coastal environment is required not only on the presence and impact 
of marine litter, but also its socioeconomic impacts and consequences on human health and on biota.  

- Harmonization and standardization of the monitoring protocols and relevant guidelines for data 
collection is required. The recently published “Guidelines for the Monitoring and Assessment of 
Plastic Litter in the Ocean” by GESAMP Working Group 40 (WG40), could be the basis for developing 
such an approach.  

- Much progress has happened in terms of education, awareness and outreach. There is room for a 
better concerted narrative and homogeneous approach among the Regional Seas, although keeping 
in mind the need for tailoring it to the regional specificities.  

- Given the contribution to marine litter by the fishery and aquaculture sector, especially in terms of 
impact on biodiversity, stronger collaboration between Regional Seas Programmes and fisheries 
bodies is being explored, in the context of wider global initiatives on fishery management.  

- A proposed list of key areas of potential cooperation to be explored and promoted between Regional 
Sea Conventions and Programmes and regional fisheries bodies, structured under the main themes 
of Policy and Governance, Science, Management and Awareness Raising, was reviewed and 
welcomed.  

- Priority should be given to a wider identification of accumulation hot spots and on the related risks 
for the marine environment, as well as continuing and expanding the removal of discarded fishing 
gears in an environmentally sound manner.  

- The role of industry in developing and implementing responses, not only on management of waste, 
but also in terms of prevention (e.g. innovative technologies, eco-design, alternative materials), is 
crucial.  

- The necessity of multi-stakeholder engagement, as referred to in the G7 Action Plan, along the whole 
value chain to effectively tackle marine litter was reaffirmed.  

- The G7 process on marine litter has relevance for, and influence on other global and regional 
processes in the definition of marine litter responses. For this reason, the exchange of practices, 
analysis of progress, lessons learnt on marine litter, among G7 Countries, Regional Seas and other 
actors should become a regular feature of the annual G7 process.  

- The UN Environment Global Programme of Action for Protection of the Marine Environment from 
Land-based Activities (GPA) and its Global Partnership on Marine Litter (GPML), is the appropriate 
mechanism to ensure effective coordination and multi-regional participation, facilitate 
communication and disseminate the important progress that is happening at regional level.  

- It was proposed to organize an international workshop with the participation of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Regional Seas Conventions and Programmes, to enhance 
capacities for the implementation of the FAO Voluntary Gear Marking Guidelines.  

- An international “Glossary” of marine litter and plastic-associated terms and definitions should be 
developed supporting a common understanding among the different stakeholders being involved on 
issues related to marine litter. The Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) on Marine Litter, was 
proposed as the ideal platform to support this initiative.  

Background information providing a summary of the progress made since 2017 in the framework of the 
Regional Seas Programmes in relation to the implementation of the G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine Litter 
can be accessed here.  

OSPAR Workshop on Riverine Litter, 4-5 June 2019 in Paris, France  
The Secretariat attended this Workshop on Riverine Litter organized by the French Ministry of Ecology and 
Solidary transition with the help of Surfrider Foundation Europe and the OSPAR commission, aiming at 
sharing results and methodologies of existing projects which analyse riverine plastic pollution.  

http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28239/News20190508_G7workshopML_ConclRecom.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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The outputs of the workshop were: (i) an exchange of knowledge; (ii) improved relations between 
researchers and NGOs running riverine litter monitoring projects; (iii) and a first draft summarizing 
advantages and disadvantages of every method discussed during the event. 

All the documentation of the Workshop can be accessed here. It is to point out the document summarising 
information on projects on macro and micro plastics on rivers.  

It is foreseen that a similar riverine litter workshop is organized in 2020 by France, Germany and the 
Netherlands. 
Marine Regions Forum 2019, 30 September to 2 October 2019, in Berlin, Germany 
The Marine Regions Forum 2019 was hosted by the German Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) and the European Commission (EC) together with the Institute for 
Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS), the Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations 
(IDDRI) and the Think Tank for Sustainability (TMG). 

The Marine Regions Forum 2019 aimed to develop clear recommendations, catalyse actionable outputs, and 
build partnerships for stronger regional ocean governance, making a timely contribution to the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and for achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14. The outcomes of 
the Marine Regions Forum 2019 will feed into key ocean governance policy processes both regionally and 
globally, in particular the 2020 UN Ocean Conference. 

The Forum focused on “Achieving a healthy ocean – Regional ocean governance beyond 2020”. The event 
replies to commitments by Germany and the European Union made in 2017 at the UN Ocean Conference in 
New York and the Our Ocean Conference in Malta respectively, announcing their support in establishing a 
multi-stakeholder platform for regional ocean governance. The event is a contribution to the Partnership for 
Regional Ocean Governance (PROG), a collaborative initiative between scientific institutions and UN 
Environment.  

Following a plenary session where the challenges and opportunities of achieving healthy oceans were 
emphasised, participants split to dialogue sessions. There were three per day. In the first day the Secretariat 
participated in the one dedicated to the implementation of the Regional Action Plans on Marine Litter, where 
the HELCOM Regional Action Plan was introduced, and a subsequent discussion took place on knowledge 
gaps and obstacles that regions have in common as well as differences in implementing marine litter action 
plans.  

On the second day there was a session on enhancing regional cooperation for ocean-related SDGs hosted by 
Sweden where the HELCOM experience was presented by Maria Laamanen (Finnish Ministry of the 
Environment).  

Additional information on the Forum can be found here.  

EU processes 

EU Directive on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment 

The EU Directive on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment was adopted 
on 5 June 2019 (Directive (EU) 2019/904). The Directive applies to single use plastic items and plastic fishing 
gear. The Directive bans single-use plastic products from the market where alternatives are considered to be 
easily available and affordable, such as cutlery, plates and straws. For other products, the focus is on limiting 
their use through a national reduction in consumption; on design and labelling requirements; and waste 
management/clean-up obligations for producers.  

The new rules will introduce: 

https://surfridereu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/abruge_surfrider_eu/EmTSWQQcm3hBnt5Cye3QsA4B7ZhZuvI1apHx2wcarDPr0A?e=IPuNxo
https://surfridereu-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/abruge_surfrider_eu/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B5573CC3A-43D8-40BA-AEDC-D8465156E6F1%7D&file=%5BInformation%20related%20to%20projects%5D%20Workshop%20Riverine%20Litter%2C%20Paris%2C%204-5%20of%20June.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://www.prog-ocean.org/marine-regions-forum/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019L0904&from=EN
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- a ban on selected single-use products made of plastic for which alternatives exist on the market: 
cotton bud sticks, cutlery, plates, straws, stirrers, sticks for balloons, as well as cups, food and 
beverage containers made of expanded polystyrene and on all products made of oxo-degradable 
plastic. 

- measures to reduce consumption of food containers and beverage cups made of plastic and specific 
marking and labelling of certain products. 

- Extended Producer Responsibility schemes covering the cost to clean-up litter, applied to products 
such as tobacco filters and fishing gear. 

- a 90% separate collection target for plastic bottles by 2029 (77% by 2025) and the introduction of 
design requirements to connect caps to bottles, as well as target to incorporate 25% of recycled 
plastic in PET bottles as from 2025 and 30% in all plastic bottles as from 2030. 

The Directive entered into force 20 days after the publication, and since then Member States have two years 
to transpose the legislation into their national law. 

The Directive has differentiated dates for transposition concerning certain measures:  

- the bans and the marking obligations will have to be implemented two years after the entering into force; 

- tethered caps and lids are to remain attached for all beverage containers up to 3 litres, 5 years after the 
entry into force of the Directive; and 

- the additional obligations for extended responsibility of producers will have to be implemented between 
January 2023 and 31 December 2024, depending on the product. 

13th meeting of the MSFD Technical Group on Marine Litter (MSFD TG Litter) (26 – 28 June 2019, 
Gothenburg, Sweden 
Aim 
The agenda of the meeting is included in Attachment 1 (in separate file 3-6-Att1-2).  

Issues discussed 
The main issues discussed in the meeting could be summarised as follows: 

- SUP Directive was presented and the possible contribution by TG LM to follow up on the Plastic 
Strategy raised; 

- Workplan for EU TG ML for 2016-2019: based on the progress update the Work Plan for EU TG ML 
for 2020-2023 was sent the meeting;  

- Several topics were discussed in preparation to the EU WG GES meeting (held on 19 September 
2019 in Brussels, Belgium) which the EU TG ML was to contribute to, and commenting deadlines 
agreed to further develop the draft documents as needed. These were the documents:  

• Beach baseline data and scenarios:  
 data used were only authorised data by Member States for 2015-2016 were used 

(since it is claimed that it is the best year in terms of data availability so far). 
However, the dataset available is for the period 2012-2016.  

 the data tidying up implied that: (i) doubles were removed; (ii) data taken out of the 
scope: cigarette butts, paraffin, <2.5cm items; (iii) survey length normalisation to 
100 m length (excluding surveys only for cigarette butts, and 1km OSPAR surveys).  

 Litter type categories: lists under consideration: OSPAR, TG ML, UNEP, MARLIN-
UNEP and Italy; work has been done to have a litter type categories mapping of 
133 B-codes.  

• Finalisation of the Joint Litter category list: the list covers beach, floating and seafloor macro 
litter, providing thus a possibility for assessment across different criteria and matrices. 

• Threshold value proposal for beach litter: calculation method followed: 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2011-2019-628/MeetingDocuments/3-6-Att1-2%20Ongoing%20European%20and%20global%20processes%20with%20regard%20to%20marine%20litter.pdf
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 use the EMODNET baseline dataset 2015-2016;  
 calculate cleaned total abundance of anthropogenic macro-litter (TA) per survey 

(not mesolitter, not paraffin);  
 aggregate the TAs for the EU, subregional level and country-region level;  
 calculate for each spatial level the 1st, 5th and 10th percentile values;  
 calculate the median of the results pool per percentile value.  

Following discussion, the meeting agreed to propose the 10p percentile value at EU level 
without uncertainty (13 (tbc) items/100m). This number was considered to be statistically 
more robust than the approach of having beach litter percentile values at country-region 
level, as initially proposed. There is still a need to clarify whether the data on cigarette 
butts from the HELCOM area have been included in the data calculations3. 

• Discussion paper on threshold values for marine litter impact criteria (ingestion): a first 
discussion document was considered aiming at is further elaboration and presentation to WG 
GES meeting if it was mature enough. 

- Beach litter monitoring data within EEA Marine Litter Watch: EEA vision and approach on marine litter 
was presented. The need to work on alignment between EMODNET database and EEA Marine Litter 
Watch was expressed, and indicated that it was an issue to be sorted out by EMODNET, EC and JRC, not 
the focus of EU TG ML.  

- Beach litter, floating macro litter and seafloor macro litter monitoring guidance review: the finalisation 
of the three guidance reviews is foreseen by the end of 2019. In relation to the seafloor litter monitoring 
guidance, the Secretariat indicated the need of addressing the lack of data from fish trawls in certain 
areas in the Baltic Seas and suggested to be specifically referred to in the revised guidance. 

- Micro-litter position paper: its finalisation is foreseen by the end of 2019. A workshop on protocols for 
micro-litter (JRC, Denmark, Germany) is envisaged in November 2019.  

In relation to the workshop on protocols for micro-litter the Secretariat informed the meeting on the 
request by PRESSURE 10a-2019 to organise a workshop on microlitter indicator on sediments with 
OSPAR in coordination with EU TG ML. The OSPAR Secretariat indicated that due to internal 
developments of the indicator, it was premature to have such a joint workshop in 2019 and suggest 
postponing it to 2020.  

- Entanglement & Ingestion monitoring guidance review: to be ready by the end of the year. These are 
the new protocols which will be included in the guidance under revision:  

• mussels (ingestion): indicator species filter feeding benthic mussels (e.g. Blue mussels), 
identification of microlitter in tissue;  

• marine mammals (ingestion); indicator species deep diver (e.g. sperm whale) and harbour 
porpoise taking into account results of ACCOBAMS/ASCOBANS workshop;  

• seals – rescue center and haoul out sites (entanglement – two different protocols) indicator 
species grey and harbour seals;  

• sea turtles (entanglement): based on INDICIT I, protocol to be used by stranding networks and 
rescue centers;  

• deep sea benthic organisms (entanglement): indicator species Macrofauna (no micro-
organisms), protocol apply to ROV and divers’ approaches.  

- Riverine litter: although acknowledging the importance of riverine litter monitoring, due to lack of 
mandate and resources, coordination of riverine litter activities through EU TG ML is currently not taking 
place. 

- EU MSFD D10 Monitoring programs reporting (Art. 11): the TG ML chairs highlighted the importance to 
check the reporting requirements by TG ML, in line with their work on monitoring protocols, before the 

                                                           
3 After the meeting, it was clarified that they were not included.  
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finalisation of the WG DIKE reporting requirements. Member Stated are invited to consult between GES, 
DIKE and TG ML delegates in order to develop the most efficient reporting for MSFD D10. 

- EMODNET – Marine Litter: the progress on marine litter data collection and management was presented. 
Data are gathered (consolidated data formats/protocols) and further processed (maps, plots, 
aggregated/validated datasets) at EU scale for beach litter, seafloor litter and micro-litter. Currently two 
central databases are developed: one for beach litter (modelled after OSPAR-MCS approach) and one for 
seafloor litter (modelled after the ICES DATRAS approach). Other litter data are managed through 
SeaDataNet infrastructure and data formats. EU TG ML raised concern on the long-term existence of 
EMODNET, being a project or not. DG MARE confirmed the importance of EMODNET as data structure, 
without going into financial and further logistic details. It was also stated that data 
collection/validation is ongoing, even if EMODNET chemistry is waiting for a new phase of funding. It 
was proposed to kick-off the next round of beach litter data collection and Member States delegates 
agreed to provide such data (2017 + 2018). It is planned to start data collection in September through 
EMODNET using a common format, thus reducing the effort.  

- Measures and monitoring: it was agreed to continue with work on measures, to be further defined in 
workplan of TG ML for 2020-2023. 

Also, the Secretariat presented an update of the implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter 
together with other Regional Seas.  

Outcome 
Informal notes of the meeting were circulated to the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter on 1 July 2018 in view that 
some of the deadlines where input from countries were expected were in July and August. Once the official 
outcome was available (included as Attachment 2, - in separate file 3-6-Att1-2) to this document), it was also 
circulated.  

22nd Meeting of the Working Group on Good Environmental Status (WG GES) (19-20 September 
2019, Brussels, Belgium) 
The outcome of the meeting is not available yet, however the action points per agenda item are. Thus, in 
relation to marine litter, by 30 September 2019, MS/COM are to “Provide comments for Documents GES_22-
2019_13_EU Marine Beach Litter Baselines draft, GES_22-2019-14 _Marine Litter threshold discussion draft, 
GES_22-2019-15 _Beach Litter Threshold Proposal, GES_22-2019-16_Joint Litter Category List”. 

This information was previously shared within the WIKI space of the EU TG ML, and thus communicated 
with the EN-Marine Litter (e-mail sent on 23 September) for their contribution if found appropriate.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2011-2019-628/MeetingDocuments/3-6-Att1-2%20Ongoing%20European%20and%20global%20processes%20with%20regard%20to%20marine%20litter.pdf
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